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Ten Tips for Wise
Energy Use

When it comes to electricity use,
simple choices can result in big
changes. Here are ten tips that can
help you use energy wisely.

1. Unplug your cell phone, iPod,
and other electronic gadget chargers
when not in use. These chargers draw
electricity when they are plugged in
even if they are not being used. This
“phantom power” adds up to five
percent of our nation’s power bill.

2. Shut off computers when you
and your family are not using them.
Most computers have a “stand-by”
mode which uses 70 percent less
power than normal and a “shut
down”option that turns the computer
fully off.

Turn off your monitor if you will
not be using it for 20 minutes as
many screensavers actually use more
energy than during normal computer
use. Shut down the computer if it will
be inactive for more than two hours.

3. Use “smart” power strips for
electronics and appliances. Home
electronics--and the big boxes on
their cords called transformers-- use a
small amount of electricity even
when they are turned off.

Some smart power strips can save
energy by turning off extra
electronics when they sense that a
main unit, like a TV or computer, has
been turned off. Plug your electronics
into a power strip and then shut off
the strip when you’re not using them.

4. pon’t forget to turn off the
lights when leaving a room. Lighting
makes up 15 percent of the energy
use in an average home.
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Use energy wisely. Unplug chargers for cell phones, iPods, game players and other

handheld electronic devices when not in use.

5. Turn off the TV, video game
system, DVD player, stereo and other
entertainment devices when not in
use. When these electronics are on,
they are using power. A game console
uses the same amount of electricity as
three 60-watt light bulbs. A large TV
draws as much as energy as six 60-
watt light bulbs.

6. When it is time to purchase a
new appliance, consider one with the
Energy Star label. Energy Star
products use less energy than
conventional models and that means
you will save money.

Energy Star washers use a lot less
water and 50 percent less energy to
clean clothes that standard washers.
Energy Star dryers spin clothes better,

drying them in less time.

7. Install a programmable digital
thermostat to control temperatures in
your home at night and when you are
out. You can save ten percent on your
heating bills each year by simply
turing down your thermostat ten to 15
degrees for eight hours. During the
summer, you can save money by
keeping your home warmer than
usual when you are away.

8. Reduce your energy use for
heating and cooling from 20 percent
to 50 percent by sealing air leaks,
using proper insulation and making
sure the equipment that heats your
home’s air and water is in good
shape. Homes built before 1980
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probably need more insulation.

9. Replace worn out light bulbs
with energy-saving compact
fluorescent bulbs and you can reduce
the energy used for lighting by 50
percent to 70 percent.

While CFLs are more expensive to
purchase, they last ten times longer,
making them less expensive over the
life of the bulb.

10. Use natural light, heating
and cooling. Take advantage of the
longer days this spring and use
natural light when possible. Open
drapes and let the sunshine warm
your home on cool days. Close
curtains on hot days to help keep your
home cool.

Budget Pay
Customers ‘Catch
Up’in April

If you are a current Budget Pay
customer, April is “catch up month,”
as it compares your electricity use
during the last year to calculate your
budget payment for the new year.

Customers using more power than
their budget payment allowed in 2008
will be required to pay the balance to
qualify for the program this year. If
your actual payments were less than
your budget payments, you will have
a credit going into the new budget
payment cycle.

The Budget Pay plan makes bud-
geting for and paying electric bills
easier. The program helps customers
to avoid large power bills in the win-
ter and summer by spreading the cost
of electric service evenly throughout
the year.

When you sign up for Budget Pay,
your monthly payment is calculated

by dividing the last 12 months’ (May
to April) cost of energy by 11.

If you use more power during the
year than your budget payment

allows, simply pay the balance the
following April. If you use less, you
receive a credit.

To qualify, you must have been a
NWCPUD customer for at least 12
months at the same address and
have an account with a zero bal-
ance. Billing for the new cycle
begins in May.

To sign up for Budget Pay, contact
our office at 296-2226.

Economic Grant
Applications

Available

Northern Wasco County PUD is
offering $30,000 in grants to fund
local economic development projects
in 2009.

Grant requests must be for devel-
opment or improvement of infrastruc-
ture within the PUD service territory
and have an expected life of at least
five years. A maximum of $12,000
will be awarded per project.

Applications for the 2009 grants
are available at the NWCPUD
office. They must be submitted
before 5:00 p.m, on May 7.

Grants will be awarded at the
NWCPUD board meeting, May 26.

Private, for-profit ventures or
projects that have received PUD
economic development grant fund-
ing twice in a five-year period are
not eligible.

Last year, grants were awarded
to the Columbia Gorge Hustlers
baseball team, Northern Wasco
County Parks and Recreation and
The Dalles Swim Team.

For more information, please call
Linda Wilson at 298-3302.
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22-25
Northwest Cherry Festival
22nd: Cherry Sweetheart
Coronation
24th: Lip Sync Contest
25th: Open Air Market, Parade,
Live Music.
For a complete list of events, call
296-2231 or go to
www.tdacc@gorge.net.

25
Cherry Festival 3K/5K/10K
Walk/Run
Starts at the Dry Hollow
Elementary School field
For more information: Bob
Thouvenel, 298-1119

Cherry Festival Quilt Show
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., UCC
Church at 5th and Court Street.

26
"Cherry of a Ride" Bike Ride
5 scenic loop options

(30, 46, 60, 80 or 100 miles)
Food/refreshments at rest stops,
support vehicles. Ride begins at

St. Mary's Academy, 1112
Cherry Heights Road, with starts
6:00 to 9:00 a.m.

Fee: with shirt $35, ride only
$25, shirt only $15.
Information at: www.cherryo-
faride.com, or call St. Mary's
Academy, 541-296-6004

28
Northern Wasco County PUD
Board Meeting, 6 p.m.,
2345 River Road, The Dalles.
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